ADOPTED - MAY 14, 2013

Agenda Item No. 18
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Introduced by the Law & Courts Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TO RESTORE

MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS – OFFICE OF COMMUNITY 

ALTERNATIVES PLANS AND SERVICES FUNDING FOR FY 2013 – 2014
RESOLUTION # 13 - 212
WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Corrections has reduced, mid-year, the current FY 2013 Office of Community Alternatives Plans and Services budget of $13,958,000 by 1.8 million; and 

WHEREAS, these severe mid-year reductions have been implemented in direct contradiction to the MDOC Field Operations Administration Report on Community Alternatives, dated September of 2012 which states, “Research indicates that community sanctions and treatment programs provide alternatives to prison and jail sentences while increasing public safety by decreasing the recidivism rates”; and 

WHEREAS, from calendar year 1989 to FY 2011 prison dispositions were reduced by 7,450 saving the State $253 million, providing Michigan’s taxpayers with an excellent return on their investment; and   
WHEREAS, the impact of these cuts to Community Corrections programs across the State halfway through the State fiscal year significantly increases the impact of the reductions on local programming, with local community corrections programs having had very little time to prepare for them; and
WHEREAS, since its inception in 1990, Ingham County Community Corrections programming has aided in the reduction of the Ingham County prison commitment rate to consistently being one of the lower in the State and has aided in the reduction of jail overcrowding and more efficient management of local jail bed resources; and 
WHEREAS, the impact of this mid-year budget cut for Ingham County – City of Lansing Community Corrections Plans and Services amounts to a reduction from $285,437 to $212,295 ($73,143) after over 6 months of expenditures based on the originally approved budget; resulting in the loss of an Employment program and a Day Reporting program for felony offenders and significantly diminishing available community resources for our local offender population. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners requests that the FY 2014 Community Corrections Plans and Services budget be restored by $1.8 million to the FY 2013 appropriation of $13,958,000 as approved by the State Legislature.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Clerk shall distribute copies of this resolution to Governor Snyder, Michigan Department of Corrections Director Heynes and the Ingham County State legislative delegation.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Tsernoglou, Holman, De Leon, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Schafer 

  Nays:  None     Absent:  Celentino   Approved 5/2/13

